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These Notes are the outcome of a painstaking

examination of 'A Bibliography of the Writ-

ings in Prose and Verse of Algernon Charles Swin-

burne by Thomas J. Wise. London: Printed for

Private Circulation only by Richard Clay & Sons,

Ltd. 1919.' One hundred and twenty-five copies

were printed, of which about ninety were for sale.

In checking up the Bibliography with the Swin-

burne collections in the Harvard College Library,

the Boston Public Library, the private collection of

Mr. E. K. Butler of Jamaica Plain, and, through

the interest and generosity of the owners, several

collections in New York City, information has been

gathered which was not known to Mr. Wise. The
additional data relates especially to the American

editions, some of which are earlier than the English,

which Mr. Wise probably has not had the oppor-

tunity to examine. As each of these collections has

added something hitherto undescribed, it is likely

that other collections in America may contain un-

recorded treasures which the comparison of copies

and collations would reveal.

F. V. L.

Harry Elkins Widener Library

Harvard University.





SWINBURNE BIBLIOGRAPHY

Thomas J. Wise, more than thirty years ago,

began to collect the works of Algernon Charles

Swinburne, and to accumulate notes preparatory to

making a Bibliography of his writings. Every book,

autograph letter, newspaper or magazine article,

everything that came within his reach that could

help to make the work as accurate as possible found

its way into his collection. In 1897 he issued a

short 'Bibliographical List of the Scarcer Works
and Uncollected Writings of Algernon Charles

Swinburne.' This was intended to be merely a

basis from which to work until the Bibliography

could be completed after the death of Swinburne,

which occurred in 1909.

A Bibliography by Joseph C. Thompson was is-

sued in 1905, while Swinburne was still living and

writing. Mr. Livingston's 'List of First Editions,'

which was really a catalogue of a set of Swinburne

for sale by Dodd and Livingston, and the Biblio-

graphy by Edward J. O'Brien included in *A Pil-

grimage of Pleasure' published by Richard G.

Badger, Boston, were both issued in 1913.

When the accumulation of papers, letters and

manuscripts belonging to Swinburne were examined

after his death, much unpublished material was

found. During the ensuing ten years, this material

was carefully gone over by Mr. Watts-Dunton, Mr.

Edmund Gosse, and Mr. Wise, each of whom se-



lected portions of it which were considered worthy

of being printed. Seven volumes of verse, essays

and letters have been published; and eighty-six

pamphlets, some of them containing only a few

pages, have been issued for semi-private circulation.

Of these pamphlets, three were issued by Clement

K. Shorter, twenty-five copies each; one, twenty

copies, was issued by Robert H. Dodd. Nine were

printed for Watts-Dunton, only seven each of the

first two and twenty each of the other seven.

Seventy-three were printed for Mr. Wise; ten

copies of the first, thirty to thirty-five each of six

others, and twenty each of the remaining number
issued before 1917. Since that date fifteen pamph-

lets have been issued, thirty copies of each. The
appearance of the first volume of Mr. Wise's Bib-

liography is presumably evidence that nothing re-

mains which they regard as important.

Having access to all the private papers and corre-

spondence of Swinburne, Mr. Wise has succeeded

in making this publication even more interesting

than his other bibliographies, of which this is the

eleventh. It is more than a Bibliography. It is a

Biography of Swinburne's career as a writer as well.

This first volume describes the works published

before 1909, the year of Swinburne's death, one

hundred and ten 'Editiones Principes,' giving fac-

similes of title-pages and manuscripts, as well as the

text of many letters and poems hitherto unpub-

lished.

Swinburne's first appearance in book form was

an article on Congreve, written for the 'Imperial

Dictionary of Universal Biography,' published in

1857 by William Mackenzie, London, Glasgow and
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Edinburgh. Between April, 1848, and June, 1865,

twelve poems signed 'A. C. S.' were published in

'Frazer's Magazine.' These have been attributed

to Swinburne; but Mr. Gosse discovered proof that

they were not written by him.

Mr. Wise begins with the 'Undergraduate Pa-

pers,' 1857-1858, the little college magazine printed

while he was at Oxford, which lasted through three

numbers only. To this Swinburne contributed

four articles. Mr. Wise prints one of these in full,

the long poem 'Queen Yseult.' This was the first

canto of a poem originally planned to consist of ten

cantos. Only six were completed and these re-

mained unpublished until 1918, when they were

printed, edited by Edmund Gosse. A portion of

the first canto, however, was included in the volume
' Dead Love and Other Inedited Pieces ' printed by

Thomas B. Mosher, Portland, Maine, in 1901, and

this is really the first time it was collected or re-

printed in book form. Only five copies of the

'Undergraduate Papers,' the rarest of all the little

private magazines of this period, have been traced,

of which at least three are in America.

Swinburne's first book was 'The Queen-Mother

and Rosamond,' 1860. The first issue has two curi-

ous errors on the printed label on the back. ' A. G.

Swinburne. 1861.' instead of 'A. C. Swinburne.

I860.' The book was dedicated to Dante Gabriel

Rossetti, and dedication copies inscribed by Swin-

burne are in the Harry Elkins Widener Collec-

tion at Harvard and in that of Mr. Butler. This

was probably the first book of Swinburne to be

printed in America. It was published by Ticknor

and Fields, Boston, 1866, and the copy in the



Harvard College Library, a gift of the publisher,

was received on April 16 of that year.

In 1865, Swinburne wrote a sonnet to a painting

by F. Sandys which was exhibited at the Royal

Academy of Arts in that year. This sonnet:

'O Virgin Mother of gentle days and nights,'

was printed in the catalogue of the exhibition. A
lithograph was made from a written copy, not in

the autograph of Swinburne. As this copy was

made before one word in the poet's handwriting had

been deciphered, it presumably was earlier than the

Catalogue. Several of these were found among the

papers of A. J. Sandys. The first to come upon the

market is described by Mr. Livingston in his 'List

of First Editions' as 'undescribed and probably

unique.' In 'Book-Auction Records,' edited by

Frank Karslake, London, 1919, Vol. 16, Part I, the

description made by him, copied word for word, is

given of a copy sold at auction in New York, No-

vember 18, 1918, and the following note, in part, is

added by the editor:

'I am informed however that the item has no

bibliographical interest whatever. In the words of

my authority for this statement, 'Sandys had done

it to decorate his letter-paper in order to adver-

tise his picture, just as a shopman decorates his

billheads with a photograph of his shop.' Instead,

therefore, of being ' unique ' there are probably many
impressions still in existence.'

The buyer, however, considered it of some col-

lector's interest as a first separately printed issue,

and was obliged to pay $81 to obtain it. The son-

net is actually printed in the centre of a sheet of

paper measuring 8 x 13 inches, the text measuring
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approximately \\ x 4f inches. The position on the

sheet, as shown by the accompanying facsimile,

leaves only about three inches below the text for

correspondence, if it had been used as letter-paper.

One could easily surmise that Sandys printed it for

private distribution among his friends. There un-

doubtedly are other copies, as the editor says, but

that does not alter the fact that it is an Editio

Princeps. Mr. Wise ignores it.

'Chastelard' was composed during 1858 and

1859, while Swinburne was at Oxford; but the

poem was rewritten several times before it was

finally published in 1865. A trial copy of the book

was bound up for him, on the half-title of which he

has written the date, '11 November, 1865.' The
title-page differs from that of the published edition,

although similarly set up. The second and third

lines, 'A Tragedy
|
By' are in smaller type, and the

publishers' imprint at the foot contains the street

number, '60, Dover Street.' It is printed on

thinner and whiter paper, and is made up of signa-

tures A, 4 leaves, and B to P, each 8 leaves, (P7 and

P8 are blank). Signature mark 'B' is omitted, B2
is misprinted B3. There is no imprint on page 219.

The ordinary copies, described in the Bibliography,

are made up of signatures A, 4 leaves, B to 0, each

8 leaves, P, 4 leaves, Q, 2 leaves. There is no
street number on the title-page, and the imprint is

on page 219.

This trial copy is bound in blue pebbled cloth,

the front cover lettered in gold ' Chastelard
|
A

Tragedy
|
A. C. Swinburne,' and the back is let-

tered 'Chastelard
|
A Tragedy

|
By

|
A. C. Swin-

burne
|

London
|
Moxon.' It contains the book-
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CHASTELARD;
A TRAGEDY.

ALGERNON CHARLES SWINBURNE,

Au mileu de l'avril, entre les lys naquit

Son corps, qui de blancheur les lys mSmes vainquit

;

Et les roses, qui sont du sang d'Adonis teintes,

Furent par sa couleur de leur vermeil depeintest

BOHSABD.

What need ye hech ! and how ! ladies ?

What need ye how ! for me ?

Te never saw grace at a graceless face

;

Queen Mary has nane to gie.

The Queen's Marie,

LONDON

:

EDWARD MOXON & CO., 60, DOVER STREET.

1865.



plates ofWilliam B. Scott and Ch: Fairfax Murray.

On a blank leaf at the end is a long note, of which

the substance is stated above, in the autograph of

Mr. Fairfax Murray.

'Poems and Ballads,' 1866, was first published

by Edward Moxon & Co., who transferred it to

John Camden Hotten & Co., by whom several edi-

tions were issued. Some of these are the sheets of

the Moxon edition with a new title-page, some have

a corrected text and a new title-page, and others

again are entirely reset. G. W. Carleton, New
York, published the first American edition with the

title 'Laus Veneris,' using the text of the first edi-

tion published by Edward Moxon & Co., with all

the errata except one on page 338. The poem
'Laus Veneris,' which had called forth so much
criticism when published separately in 1 866, before

the ' Poems and Ballads ' was issued, is placed first

in the book, to which it gave the title, instead of

third as in the London edition.

Swinburne wrote on November 21, 1866, 'I have

gone through five editions in as many days in

America; a sterile success which brings much
clamour and no profit with it.' Mr. Gosse states in

'The Life of Swinburne,' 'His American publisher

made a spirited fight but. . .bowed before the storm

and withdrew the book neglecting to pay the royal-

ties.' Mr. Wise says, 'The book passed through

three editions in three months.' Copies appear

with the title-page dated 1866, 1867, and 1868.

What is supposed to be the first edition was bound
in brown cloth with indigo blue edges, and should

have a cream colored slip pasted on the title-page

containing an extract from the 'London Examiner.'
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At Harvard there is a copy of the fir^st edition

dated 1866, having the ornament, a chained book,

on p. iv, printed upside down. Another copy has it

placed correctly. Until a large number of copies

dated 1866 have been carefully compared, it will

apparently be unsafe to say with any confidence

whether there were the frequent printings of which

Swinburne had heard.

The little pamphlet 'Cleopatra' was issued by

John Camden Hotten after its appearance in the

' Cornhill Magazine ' for September, 1 866. Swin-

burne intimated in a letter to Mr. Wise that Hotten

had reproduced it without his authority; but the

corrections made in his handwriting which appear

on the proofs, which are in Mr. Wise's possession,

show clearly that Swinburne had at least this much
share in it. The proof sheets of the poem as printed

in the ' Cornhill Magazine,' which were sold in the

Holden Sale, April 30, 1920, at the American Art

Galleries in New York City, show many corrections

in Swinburne's writing. As originally set up it

contained nineteen stanzas only, a stanza being

added in the proof, following the sixteenth. The

fifth line of the eighteenth stanza, originally

'Stirred stormily round the storm ships

'

was changed in the proof to

'Far sails that flee, and storms of ships
'

The first line of the twentieth stanza, originally

'The face of flesh that was not he'

was changed in the proof

'His face who was and was not he
'

13



These changes were made when printed in the

magazine and in the pamphlet. Further correc-

tions, which Mr. Wise notes, were made in the

proof of the pamphlet itself. ' Cleopatra ' was re-

printed by Mosher in the volume 'Felise,' 1894,

and in 'Poems and Ballads,' 1899. It has not been

reprinted in England.

There is an earlier issue of the English edition

of 'A Song of Italy,' 1867, than that described by

Mr. Wise. A copy of this is in the Boston Public

Library, the 'Gift of Louise Chandler Moulton,

October 10, 1908.' The title-page is undated,

there is no dedication leaf nor advertisements, and

each page of text contains eighteen lines, instead of

seventeen as in the later issue. The title-page and

collation are as follows:

A
|
Song of Italy

|
By

|
Algernon Charles Swin-

burne.
|

[rule] |
London:

|
John Camden Hotten,

Piccadilly.

Collation: Half-title, verso blank, pp. [1-2];

title, verso blank, pp. [3-4]; text, pp. 5-60. The
book is made up of four sheets, A, B, C, D, with

signature marks B and B2 on pp. 17 and 19; C and

C2 on pp. 33 and 35; D and D2 on pp. 49 and 51.

The headline throughout on both sides of the

leaf is 'A Song of Italy.' The book is in a bind-

ing of maroon leather, two blind stamped lines

near the outer edge, and lettered on the front

cover in gold 'A Song of Italy.' The end papers

are sage green, the edges trimmed. It measures

6i x 4 inches.

On the half-title is the following inscription:

'This copy was that read by Mr. Swinburne, on

March 30th, 1867, to Mr. Mazzini, and has been in
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the hands of the great Italian to whom it is dedi-

cated. Presented to Philip B. Marston by Thos.

Purnell 12 April, 1867.'

It was with the assistance of Purnell that Swin-

burne met Mazzini in London, and he gave Purnell

this volume, as well as a copy of the manuscript.

The manuscript was sold in the Borden Sale, in

1913.

Throughout this proof or trial copy, evidently

prepared for the occasion, are corrections in Swin-

burne's writing, on 20 pages, and on pp. 17, 33, and

49, signatures B, C, and D, the date is written in ink

by the printer '27/3/67,' that is March 27, 1867.

All the corrections were made in the regular edition.

A comparison of the text shows that further

changes were made, not noted by Swinburne in

this copy, especially in the punctuation.

Mr. Gosse states in the 'Life of Swinburne,'

'The next day [after reading the poem to Mazzini]

Swinburne dashed off a dedication .... and sent the

little volume to the press.' And again, 'In the au-

tumn of this year was published 'A Song of Italy.'

The corrections were evidently made immediately

and advance sheets sent by the mail-steamer which

sailed twice a week, on April 3 or April 7, to the

American publishers, Ticknor and Fields. An edi-

tion was issued by them at once. The copy in the

Harvard College Library, a gift of the publishers,

was received April 27, 1867. The text agrees ex-

actly with the English edition. If Mr. Gosse is

correct in stating that the regular English edition

was issued in the autumn, then the American is the

first published edition, and it is earlier than the one

described by Mr. Wise by at least five or six months.
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BY

ALGERNON CHARLES SWINBURNE.

LONDON:
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The title-page and collation are as follows:

A |
Song of Italy

|
By |

Algernon Charles Swin-

burne.
|
[Publishers' device] |

Boston : |
Ticknor and

Fields. |
1867.

Collation: Title, with imprint on verso 'Uni-

versity Press: Welch, Bigelow & Co.,
|
Cambridge,'

pp. [1-2]; Dedication, pp. [3-4]; Text, pp. [5]-47;

imprint at the foot of p. 47; p. 48 is blank.

Two little pamphlets, 'Dead Love' and 'Siena,'

have always been a torment to collectors because

each has been reprinted, and the reprints are so

nearly like the originals that many have been un-

certain which was the genuine first edition. Mr.

Wise's descriptions of both editions, and his fac-

similes of the title-pages of ' Siena,' make it impos-

sible to mistake them hereafter. 'Dead Love,'

originally printed in 'Once a Week,' in October,

1862, was the first of a series of romances designed

to form a work to be entitled 'The Triameron.'

Five stories were completed, but ' Dead Love ' was
the only one printed, with his permission, during

Swinburne's lifetime. It was however reprinted,

without permission, in 'Dead Love and Other

Inedited Pieces ' in 1901 , by Mosher. Three others,

'The Marriage of Mona Lisa,' 'The Portrait,' and

the 'Chronicle of Queen Fredegond' were separ-

ately printed in 1909, with a prefatory note by
Watts-Dunton. The fifth story also survives, but

the manuscript is imperfect.

Mr. Wise states that Swinburne informed him
that only six copies of ' Siena ' were printed in Eng-

land to secure the copyright. The copy of this

issue purchased by the Harvard College Library

in 1910 is in orange paper wrappers. It con-

18



tains on the title-page the initials 'E. L.' in ink,

and on the front cover 'E. Langmore 1868' in

pencil.

The poem 'Siena' was first published in 'Lippin-

cott's Magazine' for June, 1868, which appeared

some time in May. A little pamphlet was printed

from the types of the magazine. The Preface of

this pamphlet is dated 'June 1, 1868.' The manu-
script for, 'Lippincott's Magazine' must have been

an earlier one than that used for the English edition,

which Mr. Gosse says Swinburne published in June.

It is hardly likely that Swinburne or the publishers

would have cabled so long a poem in those days,

and that the errors were made in transmission. A
comparison of the Lippincott text with that of the

London pamphlets shows no less than 143 varia-

tions, mainly in punctuation. The following differ-

ences in the wording seem to indicate that the

Lippincott was the earlier text.

London edition, p. 4, line 7:

'Storms the night's ear, the day's assails'

Lippincott. 'Strains " " " " "

London edition, p. 4, line 13:

'Towards thy strange-shapen mountain-bound

'

Lippincott. " " steep-shapen

London edition, p. 6, line 3

:

'Against thee, and devise vain things'

Lippincott.
" '* " desire "

London edition, p. 7, line 14:

'And sweet weight of the violent sky'

Lippincott. " " " " " violet "

As printed later, 1871, in 'Songs before Sunrise,'

and in the 'Collected Works,' 1904, the text and
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punctuation are generally identical with the London

edition. There is one variation in all later issues

:

London edition, p. 11, line 14:
' White as the sacred wounded lamb.'

changed to " " " passion "

The probable misprint 'violent sky' in the line

' And sweet weight of the violent sky

'

in the London edition, which is continued in all

English editions, is 'violet sky' in the Lippincott

issues. The Notes at the end of the Lippincott

issues do not appear in the London pamphlets, and

differ from those in 'Songs' before Sunrise.'

The actual date of the English copyright edition

is May, as the British Museum copy was received

" 27 Ma 68," so that this and the magazine were

approximately simultaneous publications. The re-

print by Hotten, however, can hardly have been

printed before the Lippincott pamphlet dated

June 1, so that it is impossible to follow Mr. Wise

in calling this pamphlet ' fourth printing,' although

it is the 'third legitimate appearance in print.'

'Songs before Sunrise,' published in 1871, was

issued in America by Roberts Brothers, Boston,

printed from the type of the London edition, with

the imprint on the verso of the last leaf, 'London:

Savill, Edwards and Co., Printers, Chandos Street,

Covent Garden,' not in the English Edition. This

is proven further by the fact that the American
edition carries the two misprints or omissions of

the London edition, 'Or' on p. 271 and 'M' on p.

282, dropped from the forms. The copy in Har-

vard College Library was received March 1, 1871.

Swinburne's life was one of many quarrels and
fiery conflicts with friends, authors and publishers.
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The most bitter of all these was that with Robert

Buchanan; and Mr. Wise devotes many pages to

this controversy. 'Under the Microscope,' 1872,

was Swinburne's reply to the attack made by
Buchanan upon Rossetti and himself in "The

Fleshly School of Poetry.' The edition consisted

of five hundred copies. Immediately one leaf was

cancelled, only four or five copies being preserved,

and a reprinted leaf with the changed passage rela-

tive to the characters in Tennyson's ' Idylls of the

King,' was pasted on the stub. In the Harry Elkins

Widener Collection are two copies, one with the

original leaf, and the other with the reprinted one,

and also the manuscript apparently as it went to

the printer. Mr. Wise prints many letters and

manuscripts concerning this controversy, which

have not previously been published. 'Under the

Microscope' was never reprinted in England, but

Mosher published an edition in 1899, which gives

the text of the reprinted leaf, not the original.

'The Devil's Due' was also a part of this con-

troversy, called forth by the publication of the Earl

of Southesk's 'Jonas Fisher.' This was suppressed

almost as soon as produced, only a few copies being

preserved.

Two editions of 'A Note on Charlotte Bronte'

were published in 1877. These differ only in the

preliminary pages and the" advertisements. The

text is evidently from the same plates, and the

binding, blue or green cloth, is the same.

One edition or issue has four preliminary leaves:

a leaf with a List of Swinburne's books on the verso;

half-title with the imprint on the verso, (these two

leaves are printed on the same sheet); title with

21



verso blank, (a separate leaf) ; the dedication leaf,

inserted, pasted on the verso of the title-leaf. All

the copies of this issue in the original binding which

I have examined, about twenty, have at the

end advertisements dated 'June, 1877.' The copy

in the British Museum, with accession date '5 Se

1877,' press-mark '2308. c. 18,' is this issue. It has

been rebound and lacks the leaf with List of books

in front and the advertisements at the end. Mr.

Gosse's copy contains the inscription of Swinburne

dated 'Sept. 9, 1877.'

The other issue, the one described by Mr. Wise,

has only two preliminary leaves: half-title with

List of books on the verso, instead of on a separate

leaf, the imprint being transfered to the verso of the

title-page; title with imprint on verso. These two

leaves are printed on the same sheet. The copies

examined, which have not been rebound, have the

advertisements at the end dated 'October, 1877.'

Mr. Wise says:

'Some copies have an additional leaf with a dedi-

cation 'To my friend Theodore Watts. . . .This leaf

was printed and added as an after-thought, and was

not present in the first issued examples of the book.'

The only copy of this issue containing the dedica-

tion leaf which I have located, is in the Boston

Public Library. It has been rebound, and has the

advertisements dated 'October, 1883.'

Mr. Wise carefully omits all advertisements

bound in the original covers unless they are a part

of the signature, thus discouraging the temptation

to collect advertisements. In this case, however,

the advertisements seem to be the only proof of the

order of the different editions.
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' Poems and Ballads, Second Series,' published in

England in June, 1878, was issued in America by R.

Worthington, New York, the copy at Harvard being

purchased June 7 of that year. An 'Appendix'

was added to this edition containing the poem
'Tristram and Iseult,' which had been previously

printed as a 'Prelude of an unfinished poem,' in

'Pleasure: A Holiday Book of Prose and Verse,'

published by Henry S. King & Co., London, 1871.

The following 'Publisher's Note' precedes the poem
in the Worthington edition:

'The subjoined poem will not be included in the

English edition of 'Poems and Ballads (Second

Series),' of which, in all other respects, the present

volume is an exact reprint from advance sheets.

'The publisher would, under ordinary circum-

stances, naturally hesitate to add to the collection

without the author's sanction; but the book having

been so often announced, and so long delayed, it is

deemed inadvisable to cause further disappoint-

ment to an eager multitude of admirers, and to

incur the indefinite delay involved in waiting to

confer with Mr. Swinburne.
' The publisher is persuaded that the high courage

of treatment and the exquisite skill shown in this

latest rendering of the old story of Tristram and

Iseult furnish ample excuse, if any be needed, for

its reproduction here.'

The entire poem, Prelude and nine cantos, was

published in the volume 'Tristram of Lyonese and

other poems,' 1882. Thomas B. Mosher issued the

poem separately in 1904.

'A Study of Shakespeare,' 1880, was issued be-

fore ' Songs of the Springtides,' to which Mr. Wise
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has given the earlier number. In the second

edition, also dated 1880, there are sixteen instead

of fifteen titles in the list of books by Swinburne

on the verso of the half-tide. In this list the

last title given is 'Thalassius; On the Cliffs; The
Garden of Cymodoce.' These are the three poems

named on the fly-title in ' Songs of the Springtides,'

and the list presumably records the title first given

to the volume before the book was made up and the

other title selected. Mr. Gosse says: ' at Christmas,

1879, Swinburne was feverishly engaged in com-

pleting his long-promised prose book ' A Study of

Shakespeare,' which appeared early in the following

year.' The American edition, although dated 1880,

was issued in 1879, as the copy in the Boston Public

Library was received December 23, 1879.

The manuscript of 'Rosamund, Queen of the

Lombards ' and an early proof copy of the printed

book are in Mr. Wise's collection. These contain

an Introduction and Dedication, which were

omitted when printed in England in 1899, and by

Dodd, Mead & Company, New York, October,

1899. The Dedication was included in the London
edition of 1900, and Mr. Wise prints it again, to-

gether with the Introduction.

'Lesbia Brandon' exists in three copies of a first

galley proof, and is one of the most interesting

items in the Bibliography, entered as Editio Prin-

ceps, No. 65. About 1859, Swinburne planned and

began upon the conventional lines the novel,

'Lesbia Brandon,' and continued to work on it at

intervals until 1877, when the manuscript was sent

to the publishers to be set up in type. There are

seventy-five galleys containing all but the last four
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chapters, with numerous corrections in Swinburne's

hand. This novel was never completed, but some

of the poems were incorporated in later volumes by

Swinburne.

'Russia: An Ode,' entered as Editio Princeps

No. 95, was put into type in July, 1890. A
single remaining copy of proof marked by Swin-

burne 'Duplicate' is in Mr. Wise's collection. It

is not the types of the ' Fortnightly Review,' where

the poem appeared in August, 1890. Mr. Wise,

who says it was not reprinted until 1904, when it

was included in 'A Channel Passage and Other

Poems,' had not seen the volume 'Russian Traits

and Terrors,' by E. B. Lanin (Emil Joseph Dillon),

published in Boston, 1891, by B. R. Tucker, which

contains the 'Ode.' The English edition of this

volume, enlarged and revised, with the title 'Rus-

sian Characteristics,' published by Chapman and

Hall, London, 1892, includes a part of the 'Ode'

at the end of the Chapter on Prisons.

'Note on Epipsychidion ' formed the first part of

the series ' Notes on the text of Shelley,' which ap-

peared in the 'Fortnightly Review' for May, 1869,

and was afterwards included in ' Essays and Studies,'

1875. The Shelley Society received Swinburne's

permission to reprint the 'Note' in pamphlet form,

but the separate issue was abandoned and the

Note was added to the reprint of 'Epipsychidion'

itself, in 1886. A single copy of the proof of

this pamphlet, entered as Editio Princeps, No. 79,

remains bearing Swinburne's corrections.

'A Word for the Navy' seems to have caused

almost as much strife after Swinburne's death as

before it. Many pages are given by Mr. Wise to
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this story, but his decision as to the priority of the

three issues, the Redway issue dated 1886, (6 copies),

the Shepherd issue dated March, 1887, (25 copies),

or the Redway issue dated August, 1887, (250

copies), is not entirely satisfactory. Surely the first

printing has the first place, even if only ' two copies

'

remain. Mr. Wise dismisses this issue with 'two

copies do not make an edition,' but he gives first

rank to 'Lesbia Brandon,' two incomplete copies of

galley proof, 'Russia,' a single proof copy marked

'Duplicate,' and the 'Note on Epipsychidion,' a

single proof copy; and decides that the first issue

(six copies) of 'A Word for the Navy' has no rank

whatever.

Only two copies of the trial or proof issue of

Robert Louis Stevenson's 'A Child's Garden of

Verses' are known; but this issue contains the first

title selected for the collection of verses, 'Penny

Whistles,' and eleven poems not included in the

published edition with the title finally used. Both

these copies are in America, among the greatest

treasures of two Stevenson collections. Innumer-

able examples could be given to illustrate the value

of ' two proof copies '.

George Redway came into possession of the man-
uscript of 'A Word for the Navy' in July, 1886.

It was very soon put into type, an edition of two
hundred and fifty being planned. Mr. E. K. Butler

of Jamaica Plain, Massachusetts, possesses a copy
of early proof with Redway's stamp on the half-

title, '24 Jul. 86,' and at the bottom of the page

a note in pencil '(Six copies only printed)
|
2

destroyed
|
1 in the British Museum. ' The copy

was received in the British Museum on August 20,
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1886. Three copies remained to be circulated. One

was sold to Shepherd, and is the Samuel copy, and

one other is known. These six copies constitute

bibliographically the Editio Princeps of the poem.

According to Mr. Wise, the Redway scheme.was

abandoned and the poem was printed in ' Sea Song

and River Rhyme,' published in February, 1887.

Shepherd, who had purchased a copy of the early

issue of six, issued under the name of Charles Ottley,

Landon, & Co., an edition of twenty-five copies, in

March, 1887. This third printing, issued with-

out Redway's knowledge or permission, and charac-

terized by him in 1912 as "this audacious piracy,"

Mr. Wise presents as the first edition, ignoring the

issue of July, 1886. Several months later, August,

1887, Redway published his edition of two hundred

and fifty, planned more than a year before, but with

the title dated 1887, and differing in text from the

earlier issue of 1886. Copies of all three issues come

upon the market, each claiming to be the first

edition.

It has always been a little uncertain what Mr.

Wise considers an Editio Princeps. He states on

page 484 of the Bibliography: ' So long as a book or

pamphlet is not a mere piracy, but is printed by

or at the instance of the lawful holders of the copy-

right, the mere fact of its being first printed in a

land other than that of its author's birth has no

bearing whatever upon the position it occupies

in the Bibliography of that author's writings.'

Lowell's ' Biglow Papers, Second Series ' was issued

in England without his authorization in three little

pamphlets reprinted from the 'Atlantic Monthly,'

in 1862, two years before they were collected with
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his permission in book form in England, and four

years before they were collected in America.

The matter of piracy, whether Swinburne or

Shakespeare, cannot affect priority, which is a

matter of fact and of date. A student as well as a

collector would rather have the first printing, first

proofs, first unbound sheets, than the later author-

ized, published edition. What is more important

than the price they fetch is the fact that they are

often exceedingly important evidence of an author's

literary methods; and that the several details re-

garding the publication of his works make them

invaluable for the purposes of literary bibliography.

Take for example two lines of text from 'A Word
for the Navy.' In the two manuscripts existing,

and the first Redway issue, 1886, the first two lines

of stanza IV are

Smooth France, as a serpent for rancour,

Strong Germany, girded with guile.

In 'Sea Song and River Rhyme' and the two edi-

tions of 1887 these lines were changed to

Smooth France, as a serpent for rancour,

Dark Muscovy, girded with guile.

In the Popular Edition, 1896, these lines read

False France, as a serpent for rancour,

Strong Germany, girded with guile."

These two lines were changed again in 1904 when
the poem was included in 'A Channel Passage and

other Poems,' to

Dark Muscovy, reptile in rancour,

Base Germany, blatant in guile.

The first issue, Redway's issue of 1886, gives the

original text and is valued for that.
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Swinburne denied in the most positive manner

the authorship of the poem 'Dolorida.' It cer-

tainly was not printed with his permission. If

Shepherd appropriated it, as Mr. Wise states, from

the Annual, 'Walnuts and Wine,' published in 1883,

where it first appeared, the leaflet printed by

Shepherd must be a mere piracy. The fact that

there are two or three holograph copies of the poem

does not alter the case. Mr. Wise gives it 'No. 75.'

These little pirated pamphlets, books, broadsides

and leaflets are constantly coming upon the market

and cannot be ignored, although the principle may
be wrong. In 1877, Swinburne published a serial

story 'A Year's Letters' in the 'Tatler,' Vol. II,

August to December. It was not copyrighted in

America. Foreign authors could not claim copy-

right in the United States until after July 1, 1891.

In 1901, twenty-four years after its appearance in

the periodical, Thomas B. Mosher reprinted this

story. This was the first edition in book form, but

it is omitted from the Bibliography. The London

edition with the title 'Love's Cross-Currents' was

not published until 1905. It contains a Dedication

not in the serial form or in the Mosher edition.

Mr. Mosher has issued several other volumes of

especial interest to collectors.

'Felise: A Book of Lyrics,' 1894. This contains

'Cleopatra' collected here for the first time, and

never reprinted in England.

'Under the Microscope,' 1899. Published in Eng-

land in 1872, but never reprinted.

'Heptalogia,' 1898. This contains 'Disgust, a

Monologue' previously printed only in the

'Fortnightly Review.
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'Dead Love and Other Inedited Pieces,' 1901.

This contains a part of 'Queen Yseult,' 'Letter

on Modern Love,' 'A Pilgrimage of Pleasure,'

(printed here for the first time with Swinburne's

name on the tide), 'Unpublished Verses,' and

the 'Verses from a Year's Letters.'

'Laus Veneris,' 1900. This was issued separately

in England in 1866.

'Tristram of Lyonese,' 1904. Four copies only

printed on vellum.

A list of the first American editions and publishers

of the books of Swinburne shows that Ticknor and

Fields of Boston, Swinburne's first American pub-

lishers, issued three books in 1866 and 1867. G. W.
Carleton of New York published only 'Laus Ven-

eris.' R. Worthington & Co. of New York pub-

lished seventeen between 1866 and 1883, probably

all from advance sheets, and some of them perhaps

before the English editions were ready. The United

States Book Co. issued two books, one in 1884 and

one in 1892. Thomas B. Mosher issued seventeen

between 1894 and 1912, all unauthorized. Charles

Scribner's Sons, Dodd, Mead & Co., and E. P. Dut-
ton, each printed one volume. Harper Brothers

published several volumes and the collected 'Works.'

A number of publishers have issued later editions,

but the list is long and unimportant.
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